November 25, 1985 
P. 0, Box 34071 
Bethesda, Maryland 20817 



Mr. Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Road 
Frederick, Maryland 21701 

Dear Harold: 

No, ray Houston correspondent appears to have no factual basis for his theory 
that Rarafis Trujillo arranged JFK's assassination, just a few odds and ends of 
information which he seems determined though haphazardly to force into some 
kind of theoretical framework. I've helped him so far because I agree with 
Mao that a hundred flowers should bloom, know that the Secret Service took 
an interest in rumors about a 1961 Trujillo plot against Kennedy, recognize 
that Ramfis, Abbes Garcia, and Espaillat were violently anti-American and 
had a conceivable motive for wanting to do JFK in, and have hoped that his 
Secret Service experience might be of some faint use to me. For some time I 
have sensed a want of analytic ability, lack of research discipline, and some 
confusion (especially about how to make FOIA requests) on the part of my 
correspondent, and now I'm beginning to doubt his staying power. Be all that 
as it may. I'll continue with him in low key for awhile in the hope that he may 
be able to make some — if only a disproving and negative — contribution in his 
area of research. I'll keep you posted. 

£ 

Apropos the alleged 1961 Trujillo plot, the FBI documents I have about the 
two Domini can- Americans the Secret Service was hunting provide absolutely no 
detail about the alleged plot itself. The Houston man says he has asked the 
Secret Service for its material about the incident, and if he has, it produces, 
and he sends me copies or I get them from the Secret Service directly. I'll 
combine that information with what else I have about the pair and send you a 
copy of my notes for your edification and comment. Don't expect anything overnight, 
though. 

If you think that Philip Hirschkop might be of some use, why don't you write 
or call him? According to the telephone directory, he is at 108 North Columbus 
Street, Alexandria, 703-836-6595. He might even make the hour's drive to see 
you since you are famous, after all. 

If you have the time, do elaborate on the information in your letter to 
Mark Lynch "about the ACLU's errors of the past in a situation comparable with 
his vis-a-vis the CIA and its amendment." Or send me a copy. Despite the much- 
censored documents the CIA released to Jim Lesar about its dealings with Lynch, 

I am still puzzled about the extent to which he cozied up to the spooks and his 
motives for doing so. That he does cozy up to bureaucrats was apparent when he 
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represented me in the mid-1970s and in our conferences with the FBI seemed bent 
on cultivating them with pseudo- ins ider ' s chitchat. And in my one oral Vaughn 
meeting with the CIA I noticed how much a point they made of praising his use 
of that procedure. I don't want to sound priggish and self-righteous, but there 
is such a thing as selling one's soul. 

My thinking about FOLA reform is, I must emphasize, nebulous, nebulous, 
nebulous. Certainly one need, as I keep telling Jim, is for adequate research 
on the broad area of official secrecy since little of that has ever been done. 

What kinds of people use the FOIA, what public- interest revelations has it 
resulted in despite official efforts to prevent disclosures, what harm if any 
have they done the agencies, what should be kept secret (very little, I agree 
with Sissela Bok) and for how long, how demonstrate that the agencies oppose 
disclosure rarely from concern about national security or privacy but far more 
often to maintain their own institutional power, how prise older documents from 
the agencies and into the hands of the National Archives, how keep the Archives 
from succumbing to the agencies' secrecy imperatives? Those are a few of the 
questions that spring readily to mind. 

Another need is probably for a book that would awaken public interest and 
concern in the same way that Silent Spring and The American Way of Death did. 

But given the esoteric and essentially intellectual nature of the FOIA, could 
such a book be written and would it have any real .impact? 

Yet another need is for a national organization devoted to open government. 
Existing groups such as the ACLU, AHA, and Sigma Delta Chi take only a sporadic 
interest in that subject and then often parochially. Such an organization 
should be more political than legal and, needless to say, should have sufficient 
financing to mobilize the press and lobby effectively, neither of which has 
occurred so far. 

Perhaps when I am approaching the end of Galindez — toward the end of next 
year, I pray — I'll ask you for the names of your two computer-using friends so 
I can query them about their database management techniques. If you are still 
In touch with them, you might ask them for me if they use sortable, variable-length 
fields, a phrase they should understand if they know computers at all well. 
Floppies, in case you are curious, are simply storage devices like phonograph 
records, the only difference being that instead of music they store words. They're 
as easy to use. 



Best regards, 

/ — 



Alan L. Fitzgibbon 



